

Dear Pastors, Youth Pastors, & Youth Leaders,
Can you believe it’s almost time for Mission ENCOUNTER again?  Mission ENCOUNTER is an annual Southern Florida District NYI & NMI co-sponsored event.  Its purpose is to expose middle and high school students to God’s redemptive work in the world and help them realize that God has extended to each of us an invitation and calling to be a part of that work.  Traditionally, the event begins on a Friday night with a worship service, is followed by a full day of volunteering in a southern Florida community, and concludes on Sunday morning with a final commissioning service.  The date is set for November 12-14, 2010, and we will be gathering and working in the Miami area.  It will, no doubt, be an experience that you’ll want your young people to be in on!  

In an effort to give more of a “missions” feel to this year’s Mission ENCOUNTER, we’ve made a few changes:

1. Overnight Accommodations – Staying in hotels and sleeping in nice comfy beds will be replaced with staying in churches and sleeping on floors.  ‘Sound like fun?  That means that sleeping bags are a MUST as well as shower towels and toiletries.  
2. Meals – In an effort to raise our students’ awareness of hunger and starvation both around the world and here in the States, our meals will be much more basic this year.

3. Pricing – We are now strongly encouraging all churches to collect their student’s payments and then write one check from the local church to the SFD NYI.  Students will need to make their checks payable to your church and not the district.  Another change will be in the way that payments will be accepted.  Churches getting their forms/payments in the mail by October 2 will be rewarded with an “Early Bird” price of $50 per student.  Registrations postmarked between October 3rd and November 6th will be charged the “Regular Registration” price of $60.  And finally, those choosing to register closer to the event will pay an “At the Door” price of $70 per student.
4. Group Sponsor Registration/Cost – A recent SFD policy change that will affect Mission Encounter registration is our new rule regarding adult chaperones.  Any adult, 22 years of age or older, attending Mission ENCOUNTER as a local church youth group sponsor, having been approved by their local church leadership, will be able to attend the event at no cost.  All that is necessary is a completed sponsor application form.  For local church youth group sponsors who have graduated from high school and are under the age of 22, the admission price will be $25.  And again, the sponsor must complete an application as well as be approved by local church leadership.
With all that said, we believe that 2010 Mission ENCOUNTER is going to be one to remember!  Our hope and prayer is that as our Southern Florida District students allow themselves to be used by God!  Not only will the world they live in be changed, but they themselves will be challenged and inspired to pursue the mission to which God has called them!

Blessings,
Rev. Josh Moore
Southern Florida District NYI President

P.S.  Any questions?  Please don’t hesitate to contact me on my cell at 954-918-4101 or email me at 
         joshm@pompanonaz.org.  
